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OUR STORY

When does a house become home?
When it’s a place that fosters joy, a place for experiencing safety,
warmth, and comfort. A place of belonging, and new beginnings.

At Humble Design, our hearts help us do the heavy lifting by offering
a fresh start and designing a life-changing space.

Our mission is to change lives and
communities by transforming houses into
homes for those emerging from
homelessness.

With warehouses filled with donated furniture and household goods,
we turn empty houses into clean, dignified, and welcoming homes
for the recently homeless so that families can begin again.

Our services help provide our clients with sanctuary, stability, and
hope -- a critical element in ending the cycle of homelessness. It
would take an average Humble client 18 years to save enough
money to furnish a home in the way we do in just a few hours. 

What started as a small endeavor has now blossomed into a
national nonprofit and a worldwide movement of empathy for those
who feel unseen. Humble Design is revolutionizing the way we
approach homelessness by providing not just shelter, but also hope,
dignity, and a fresh start. The impact is astounding—families who
have been touched by Humble Design now boast an incredible 99%
success rate of remaining in their homes, breaking the cycle of
homelessness. 

We assist in the transformation of lives in Chicago, Cleveland,
Detroit, San Diego, and Seattle.

Since 2009,
our staff and volunteers 
have turned moving in,
into moving forward.

FROM HOMELESS
TO HOPEFUL



HUMBLE
NATIONWIDE
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We furnish each home with the same care,
empathy, and dignity we would offer our
friends and family. 

8,564+
INDIVIDUALS SERVED SINCE 2009*

Entering housing is an important step in the
journey out of homelessness, but not
enough to solve the problem. Humble
Design ends the revolving door of
homelessness by creating homes where
families can find peace, strength, and hope.
We transform a space into a home that
fosters comfort, stability, and pride —
allowing the families to focus on their
personal and financial stability, including
education, home life, employment, and
building a better future.
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CHILDREN
59.8%

In 2009, Humble Design was born. Since its
inception in Detroit, we have grown to five cities
and have helped thousands of individuals restart
their lives after exiting homelessness.

2,910+
HOMES FURNISHED SINCE 2009*

NATIONAL

*data as of June 2023
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YOUNG ADULTS

YOUNG ADULTS
SINGLE PARENTS

20.8%

VETERANS
13.8%

YOUNG
ADULTS
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3.6%



Homes Furnished

135

Individuals Served

379

Children in Beds

211

Veterans

11

Community Projects

4

CHICAGO HUMBLE DESIGN

It is our goal in 2024 to serve 150 families who have
become recently housed. We believe our model could
serve so many more with the growth of our program.

2022

MISSION

*Outcomes as of 12.31.22

In March 2017, Humble Design launched in Chicago. As of May 2023, we have the operational
capacity to furnish three-four homes every week. Humble Design Chicago’s programming and
services help individuals escape poverty and become self-sufficient by eliminating a portion of the
high cost of moving into and living in a new home. Homes are located in every corner of Chicago
and range in size from studio apartments to five-bedroom homes. Housing is secured by the
referring social service agency and the client in partnership. 



HUMBLE CHICAGO
PARTNERS
Humble Design plans to expand our services across Chicago- matching our unique delivery model to
locations with proven programs supporting individuals and families emerging from homelessness.
Chicago is expanding our commitment to professional growth, satisfaction, inclusion, and diversity while
aligning our organizational structure to support the implementation of the strategic plan.
Moving forward, Humble Design is working to Identify impact measures and collect data at routine intervals
and communicate the impact of our work consistently internally and externally with our dedicated
community.

After completion of the 2022 audit, we are proud to announce that .86 cents of every dollar
raised go to the program at Humble Design. 

2017-2022
$626,232

RAISED IN 2022

2,260
INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Events
28%

Corporate Sponsors
26.1%

Individual Giving
20.7%

Days of Service
8.3%

Grants
7.9%

Furniture Pick-Ups
4.6%

Other
4.4%

2022
In Kind Goods  $579,623
In Kind Truck $59,349
In Kind Rent  $119,700

*Other: Organizations, Agency Sponsors, Matching Gifts, Retail

We are an environmental partner with 1%
For The Planet, boast a 99%, four-star
rating on Charity Navigator, and have
earned a Platinum Level badge on
GuideStar. Our donors can give with
confidence, knowing we will always
steward their gifts with care. 



IN GRATITUDE
FOR OUR 2022
SUPPORTERS

CHICAGO HUMBLE DESIGN

platinum
$100,000+
CB2
U-Haul International

gold
$10,000+
The Chicago Bulls
Design B&B
Facebook Chicago
 Kenilworth Union Church
S.B.C Waste Solutions, INC.
Emily Salemi 
Sterling Bay

silver
$5,000+
ACORE Capital
Alexis & Jason Beckwith 
Ben Cohen of Guaranteed Rate
Amy Brusselback Farrell 
CIBC
Draper & Kramer
Executive Construction Foundation
Farpoint Development
Gensler
Peter & Amie Gruszka 
Holson Family Foundation
Jewel-Osco
JP Morgan Chase
Peg Macaluso 
Magdalene House Chicago
McDonald's
Victoria Ann Michelis 
Miscellaneous Shoppers Chicago
Rina & Parag Patel 
Debbie & Don Roseen 
 Karen Russell & Scott Leff 
Peter Scanlon 
William Blair & Company

Only gifts over $1,000
are reflected on this
list. We are extremely
grateful for the 609
additional donors.

bronze
$1,000+
Associated Bank
Valerie Aurilio
Barbara O'Connor Group
Bear Construction
Lisa Moss & Drew Bokor
Shawna & Marc Brauer
Cynthia Brown
Studio Brunstrum
Kent Carey
Karen Case
Michael Cheng
Church of the Holy Comforter
Clune Construction
Compass Cares
Jennifer Crestodina
Michael Daquila
Dialexa
Julie Dickinson
Mary & James Dunneback
Elizabeth Stamos Design
Epstein Community Foundation
Tony Fineman
George & Gayle Medill Family
Advised Fund
Nancy Graham
Stacie Graham & Charles Thomas
Ellie Hannon
Theresa Hannon
Deanna Heuschel
JLL
Kevin Kaduk
Kavita Kinch
Jamie Konker
Erin Krishnan
Jaime Lewis
Brian Littleton
Elizabeth Lothamer
Lothamer Group
Rosemarie & Ryan Lustenberger

Christine & John Mahoney
Margaret McDermott
Julie McMahon
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Michael & Sarah Mercurio
Joe Moore
Rob Mosher
Beth Mueller
Oath
John Obie
Anthony Pino
Blas Puzon
Sebastien & Dominique Reyes
Susan Schuerr
Anish Shah
Lisa & Tom Sorich
Mark Spears
Sharon & Tim Sullivan
Telemus
Daniel & Alysia Townsend
Mary Varga
Shannon Wallace
Jen Whelan
Brennan Williams
Jonathan & Shari Williams
Wintrust
Anne & Bill Wortel



children in their own 
Humble beds

211

individuals served

379

volunteers hours logged
designed
houses

13519,895+

years for most of our families to fully-furnish
their homes - given their current income.

18

pounds of donated furniture reused with purpose 

1,762,500+

HUMBLE CHICAGO 2022

community projects

4


